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Editors' Message

Nearly 600 students have walked through our doors. From
different ethnic backgrounds and situations, each has a
compelling story to tell. Throughout our 20 years, we've had
countless experiences that have marked the meaning of CAMP
including peer mentoring, community engagement, and
academic career, to name a few. We thank everyone who has
helped and supported us in our efforts to recruit, retain and
graduate migrant/seasonal farm working students.

tGracias!

NMSU CAMP
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Welcome to

NMSU CAMP

Message from the Director

Martha A. Estrada

This upcoming year, we are thrilled to
welcome our 21st Cohort of CAMP Aggies,
as well as the many CAMP students who
will physically return to campus after two
years of virtual learning. These past few
years have been quite challenging, both
from a personal and academic
perspective. However, the resiliency and
dedication of our students and staff are
what have kept us going during this
pandemic, and for the last 20 years. This
same grit is what will continue moving us
forward into the future.

NMSU CAMP Director Martha A. Estrada

| am happy to share with you all that NMSU CAMP has received continuous
funding for another five years by the U.S. Department of Education's Office of
Migrant Education. We thank you all--students, familias, partners and friends--
for your continued support.

iVamos Aggies!
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"MARIPOSAS CAMPESINAS”

This art installation stemmed from the 2021 16th Annual J. Paul Taylor Social
Justice Symposium, “Justice for Farmworkers.” In March 2021, J. Paul Taylor
Academy students and the NMSU CAMP Student Council invited community
members from the borderlands and beyond to make butterfly paper templates,
and to write letters of hope, respect, and appreciation to local farmworkers by
honoring them through art. The "Mariposas Campesinas" art installation was
created by local artist, former farmworker, and NMSU CAMP student, Jesus del
Rio. The final phase of this project consists of CAMP students and staff
distributing these butterflies to farmworkers across Southern New Mexico’s
agricultural fields to honor them for their dignified labor. These events were in
partnership with the NMSU College Assistance Migrant Program (CAMP), the
NMSU CAMP Student Council, the J. Paul Taylor Academy, and NMSU College of

Arts and Sciences.



Sandra Martinez from Deming, NM,
isa CAMP Alumna who received her

: Bachelor of Fine Arts in Painting in
-h’- Fall of 2014. Since then, Sandra has
= B dedicated her time to motivate and

4 "-‘ encourage elementary age students
4" to explore art in all its possibilities as

b P

- a teacher at Columbus Elementary

School, where she weekly teaches
- 450 students, kindergarten through
* fifth grade. Sandra was part of Cohort
8 (2009-2010).
Sandra Martinez

17th Annual J. Paul Taylor Social
Justice Community Award

Mariela Munoz is from Arrey, NM.
Her parents are farmworkers and
have been a great influence in
making her the person she is today.
Her parents always encouraged her
to seek a higher level of education,
an opportunity that they did not
have when they were in Mexico.
Mariela was part of the 15th CAMP
Cohort (2016-2017) and for three
years, she worked with CAMP as an _ |
assistant and COMPA, while f i
pursuing her degree in Nursing. | )

Mariela Munoz




Graduates
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Campos to College to Career |

"

CAMP Alumni
Daniela Devora,
Lisandro Galvan &
Abigail Diaz
the Spring 2022
ommencement
: ceremony.
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Osvaldo A. Herrera

Bachelor of Arts in
Foreign Languages:
Spanish

El Paso, TX

Rosalba Marquez-
Balderrama

Bachelor of Science in
Biology

Artesia, NM

Maria Varela

Bachelor of Arts in Foreign
Languages: Spanish
Bachelor of Science in
Nursing

Santa Teresa, NM

“We cannot seek achievement
for ourselves and forget about
progress and prosperity for our
community.”

- CESAR CHAVEZ
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Karina Gémez
Bachelor of

Accountancy

in Accounting

Derry, NM

Ezequiel Terrazas
Bachelor of Science
in Kinesiology:
Exercise Science

Deming, NM

Itzel Zerecero Ramos

Bachelor of Arts In
Psychology

Las Cruces, NM

Joel G. Cazares

Master of Science in
Industrial
Engineering

Derry, NM



Maria l. Gmez

Edgardo Cazares

Bachelor of Business
Administration:
General Business

Bachelor of Science in
Civil Engineering

Derry, NM pEYANY

A Emigdia Herrera-
2 Tello

“The CAMP program has allowed
the calluses in my hands to heal

Bachelor of and my mind to grow.”

Individualized Studies

- CONCEPCION MENDOZA

Dexter, NM

Zaira Martin

Mariela Munoz

Bachelor of Arts in
Government

Bachelor of Science in
Nursing

Bachelor of
Criminal Justice

Arrey, NM

Bachelor of Arts in
Foreign
Languages:
Spanish

Izarahy Montes

Bachelor of Arts in
Gender and
Sexuality Studies

Bachelor of Arts in
Communication
Studies

Las Cruces, NM Berino, NM




Mariana Rascon Elizabeth Reyes

Bachelor of Business % Bachelor of

Administration: Adr?w?nsigq(?s‘fion'
Marketing :

Management

Deming, NM - ,ﬁ_" Columbus, NM

René O. Rodriguez | IS Gilberto Sanchez

Bachelor of Criminal
Justice
Bachelor of Arts in
Psychology

Bachelor of Science
in Mechanical
Engineering

Salem, NM Rincon, NM

Elizabeth A.

Alexa Taylor Zavala

Scl\aAc?aSchf/(/grk _ Master of Arts in
Spanish

Hatch, NM SN Y

"El sol en la espalda, el viento en la cara, el cansancio te "//
busca y tu solo pides agua. No estas por gusto, estas por //4/
. . " / /’

ellos, para una vida mejor, para un plato lleno /////

- Jesus Porras ?/
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Jessica Juarez

Bachelor of Business
Administration

Columbus, NM

Peter Carbajal

Bachelor of Criminal
Justice

Fort Hancock, TX

Raymundo Chavira

Bachelor of
Individualized Studies

Columbus, NM
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Jonathan Nunez

. - ; Bachelor of Business
Francisco Morales _ Administration:
Management
Bachelor of Arts in Foreign
Languages: Spanish
Bachelor of Business

Hatch. NM Administration:
! - International Business

Bachelor of Science in
Civil Engineering

Anthony, NM




Yarely Ogaz
Bachelor of Science
in Electrical
Engineering

Deming, NM

Manuel Rodriguez
Bachelor of Science in
Kinesiology: Physical
Education

Hatch, NM

Roberto Salazar

Bachelor of Science
in Education

Las Cruces, NM . Eveline Vazquez-

Delgado
Bachelor of Criminal
Justice
Bachelor of Arts in
Psychology
Bachelor of Arts in
Foreign Languages:
Spanish

Santa Teresa, NM

Karina Gémez

Master of
Accountancy

Arrey, NM
José Rosales

Master of Business
Administration

Rincon, NM




Blanca Chairez
Bachelor of Business
Administration:
Management and
General Business

Deming, NM

Daniela Devora

Bachelor of
Accountancy

Deming, NM

Serbando
Dominguez Pérez

Bachelor of Science
in Engineering
Technology

Roswell, NM

Lisandro Galvan

Bachelor of Social
Work

Hatch, NM

David Corral
Bachelor of Arts in
Foreign Languages:
Spanish

Santa Teresa, NM

Abigail Diaz

Bachelor of Social
Work

Columbus, NM

Savanna "Cielo"
Fierro

Bachelor of
Criminal Justice

Hatch, NM

Daniel Grajeda

Bachelor of Arts in
Foreign Languages:
Spanish
Bachelor of Business
Administration: Finance

Las Cruces, NM




Sheyla Gutiérrez

Bachelor of Business
Administration

Hatch, NM

Adylene Lépez

Bachelor of Science in
Kinesiology

Columbus, NM

Airam Sanchez

Bachelor of Arts in
Psychology
Bachelor of Arts in
Foreign Languages:
Spanish

Hatch, NM

Emmanuel Diaz
Master of
Information
Technology

Deming, NM

Liz Hernandez
Aguilar

Bachelor of Science
in Agriculture

Hatch, NM

Sara Mendieta
Guerrero

Bachelor of Social
Work

Arrey, NM

Makayla Villegas

Bachelor in Criminal
Justice

Hatch, NM

Elisa Olave
Master of Arts in
Communication

Disorders

Hatch, NM
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Za Ira M ad rtl n graduated with a 3.9 GPA from four different departments in the
College of Arts and Sciences: Government; Gender and Sexuality Studies; Criminal Justice; and
Spanish. As a member of the Dean's List, she has won multiple academic excellence awards.
Zaira has worked on a National Science Foundation grant, and presented original research
papers at a regional academic conference including poster presentations at an NSF Research
Symposium, while also participating in several community presentations. She is continuing
research as an undergraduate on migration and settlement trends in Southern Mexico.

Currently, Zaira is doing fieldwork this summer in a migrant shelter near the Mexico-Guatemala
border. Upon completing her MA in Anthropology, she also plans to apply to a Ph.D. program to

continue doing research on migration.

Zaira has written annotated bibliographies and has been
involved with the research process with her professors and
mentors, Cynthia Bejarano and Mary Alice Scott. In addition
to her research, she has also helped to plan symposiums for
the College of Arts & Sciences and the College Assistance
Migrant Program Student Council (CAMP). For this year's
College of Arts & Sciences J. Paul Taylor Social Justice
Symposium, "Justice for Farmworkers," she served as a
moderator for a Health Disparities and Food Insecurities
panel. After graduating, Zaira plans to give back to her
community by engaging in advocacy efforts on issues that
impact the region.

Zaira Martin, NMSU CAMP 16th Cohort

She states that, "as a border community, we have issues that impact us directly and often get
overlooked. For this reason, it is important to bring light to those issues to improve the
community". As a CAMP Alumna, Zaira notes, " CAMP has been instrumental in both my
education and personal development. Since the day | walked through the CAMP doors as a
freshman, CAMP has been a family away from home and has provided me with...

incredible opportunities and lifelong relationships."
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e Student Council

How it began

The NMSU CAMP Student Council is an ASNMSU
chartered student organization. It started as a
space in which CAMPers could develop
connections that would help them enrich their
college experience. In this organization, students
participate in volunteer work, fundraisers, and
many fun activities that enhance their leadership
skills. NMSU CAMP Student Council welcomes all
students from NMSU and DACC.

2 o : & "
3 4 ’ Follow =
o i 4 ! Our -
. - R T o Media! L

CAMP STUCO megfibels dvis@g Ricardo Trejo agAdventgre Zone.

 2021-2022

During the 2021-2022 school year, students were once again
able to have in-person events. This gave them the
opportunity to create new connections and memories. The
welcome back event was STUCO's first event for the school
year that took place at Preciado Park. Students practiced in
ice breakers, played volleyball, kickball, and even had a water
balloon fight. At the end of the day, students had a lot of fun
and were ready to start the semester. The Student Council did
several fundraisers during the year including a carwash, an
aguas frescas sale, a Halloween basket raffle, and a
Valentine's Day sale. Other social activities included a posada
and an end of the year event at Adventure Zone.

Brenda Carrasco, Desley Carrasco & Karina
Ramirez getting ready for "Nuestra Cultura" play.

CAMP STUCO members at Preciado Park.



Presidents Throughout the Years
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Current Officers

Fall 2022 - Spring 2023

President Vice President |l
Fatima Oliveros Mauricio Muhoz :

San Elizario, TX

Major: Computer Science

Guadalupe Victoria, Chihuahua

Major: Nursing & Spanish

Secretary Treasurer
Adan Hernandez g ET =1 Ne]e]g 1=

Clint, Texas Hatch, NM

Major: Theatre Arts Major: Civil Engineering

N E A Ispanic Council

SHSEYe YA Representative
Brenda Carrasco

Hatch, NM Artesia, NM

Major: Journalism & Media Studies Major: Nursing

————

__g...._» !!Q Hispanic Council Deming, NM

k_‘? 4 .' ) Representatlve Major: Emergency Medical Technician &
LSy Sergio Méndez Nursing



"Nuestra Cultura”

A Theatrical Perfomance

The NMSU CAMP Student Council in
collaboration with the Hispanic Council and
ASNMSU pulled out a theatrical performance for
Latino Week. The event took place on March 18th at
the Gerald Thomas Hall Auditorium. The play
started with the introduction of Ricardo Trejo
(CAMP Recruiter) and welcome words from Dr.
Flores Carmona. This was followed by the
performance of Grupo Sin Cifra, a musical group
composed by student council members.

The play consisted of a narrative that presented the
life of Javier, a young man that works in the fields,
but looks forward to attending college in order to
have a better future for himself and his family. The
whole performance was about an hour-long and
full of emotions. The hard work of students and
staff was reflected during this excellent
performance.

CAMP students and staff after "Nuestra Cultura" play inside Gerald Thomas Hall at NMSU.

— = ~ Y W, SAETY P
- i ¥ 5 Ty

i "Nuestra Cultura" CAMP STUCO play (2022).

“Estuvo muy bonito el
evento. Los jovenes
son muy talentosos y
el grupo de cantantes
también tienen
mucho futuro en la
cantada... Gracias por
inspirar a los jovenes a
creer en ellos. Dios los
bendiga a todo el
grupo de CAMP”

— Guadalupe
Estupinan

"Wonderful
performances-
musical performance
and the play. So happy
| was in the audience!
Si, se puede!"

— Teresa Valenzuela
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Research & Internship
Experiences

Agriculture has continued to be a part of
CAMP student's lives when they come to NMSU.
In the early years of CAMP, the Agricultural
Science Summer Undergraduate Research
Education and Development (ASSURED) program,
overseen by Dr. Paul Bosland and the Chile
Pepper Institute involved underrepresented
students in agricultural science research using
chile peppers as the main crop of investigation. ______HMEee) '
Currently, the CAMP Medicinal Plants Summer Kevin Almaraz and Brenda Carrasco presenting their
Research Internship, gives CAMP students the research on lavender plants.
opportunity to conduct research on the medicinal
properties of the plant of their choice. A warm
thank you to Dr. Laura Rodriguez-Uribe for
overseeing the program for many years and
guiding students into having a robust research
experience at NMSU.

e |

a piaht sample.

.

. 4 | &
Sheyla Gutiérrez applying ethano

lon
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Medicinal Plants
Research Internship was halted in 2020, but it had a
strong start in the summer of 2021 with seven
sophomores and one junior participating. This
experience helped students to meet in person and have
a more hands-on experience after navigating through
2020-2021 online college year. Three of the students
involved are majoring in Nursing (Brenda Carrasco,
Yamilet Carranza & Fatima Oliveros), one in Social Work
(Karina Ramirez), one in Business Administration (Sheyla
Gutierrez), one in Mechanical and Aerospace
Engineering (Emilio Serrano), and one in Economics
(Kevin Almaraz).
Apart from the medicinal plants program, CAMP also
partners over the summer, with the College of
Engineering for a second STEM internship, the Bridge
Inspection Program. The CAMP engineering student
leaves the six-week program certified as a bridge
inspector.
In fiscal year 2022, CAMP received state funding to
create the CAMP Internship Program allowing for a

Pictured from Left to Right: Kevin Almaraz, Karina

Ramirez, Dr. Laura Rodriguez-Uribe, Yamilet Carranza, T o .
Emilio Serrano, Fatima Oliveros, Evelyn Escobar, Sheyla minimum of 10 paid internships throughout the

Gutiérrez, & Brenda Carrasco. academic year. CAMP interns are placed with
community partners to develop skills for their future

18 careers.




Sylvia Porras

In the Spring of 2022, Sylvia studied in
Madrid, Spain at the Universidad Pontifica
Comillas. She began taking business courses
designed for international students that
counted for her degree in International
Business at NMSU. Sylvia recounts this as her
best life experience. "l got to live in a big city
after only being used to living in a small
town." She also cherished meeting new
people including locals and other students
studying abroad.

Palau Nacional in Barcelona, Spain

Puerta de Alcala in Madrid, Spain

Eveline Vazquez -
Delgado

In the Spring of 2020, Eveline Vazquez
went to study in Barcelona Spain, while
pursuing a degree in Criminal Justice. Not
only did she enjoy her academic exposure,
but recounts a powerful learning
experience. "l am a citizen of the world, the
different cultures and societies that exist
and how | am part of that too." Evelyn
loved the city of Barcelona and its locals,
noting specifically their food. "I thank
CAMP for sponsoring me and helping me
all through my academic years...

| hope more CAMPers do it!"



Cultivating Opportunities through Mentoring & Promoting Academic Success

C.O.M.P.A.S

Being a college freshman has its challenges, so a helpful hand from our peer mentors is warmly
accepted. The peer mentoring program at CAMP, also known as the COMPAS Program, matches
students with program alumni to assist facilitating a smoother transition throughout the first
year. The COMPAS (peer mentors) meet with their compitas (mentee) on a regular basis for
various activities including tutoring, cultural events, workshops and exploring campus resources.
The goal is to foster lasting friendships that benefit both the COMPITA and COMPA.

COMPAS & their COMPITAS during an
ice breaker activity.

COMPA peer mentors
and their COMPITAS
forge years' long
relationships with each
other, which helps
retain both freshmen
and their mentors at
NMSU. We credit this
mentoring experience
A JE e ] & for contributing to
{ 1 A ) = experience for our
: successful retention :
and graduation rates! i ﬂ
Y

; 4 DR ')
Spring 2022 COMPAS stand outside CAMP study lounge

Pictured from Left to Right: Gerardo Silva, Jessica Pedregon, Blanca

Chairez, Daniel Grajeda, & Adylene Lépez

»
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NMSU CAMP'S 20th Cohort po

se for picture outside the CAMP office with some of their COMPAS.



Our CAMP Journey
Dr. Cynthia Bejaranc

Dr Cynthia Bejarano meets with CAMP staff members and students outside the CAMP offlces at Milton Hall (March 2013).

NMSU CAMP was first founded in the fall of 2002. As the Principal Investigator, it was a mad
scramble to establish the program, hire staff, set up accounts and recruit students, only days
before the fall semester began! For most of fall 2002, my graduate assistant, Magnolia Carlos
and | recruited from local schools and registrar’s lists, picking up the phone, and asking
freshmen if they had experience in farm work. We did this while | taught a regular teaching
load and Magnolia took her graduate courses. Mid-semester, we had a breakthrough when
identifying the Santiago family by Representative Raymundo Lara, who at that time worked at
the Gadsden Independent School District with federal programs. By late fall, we identified
seven students and we hired a Program Director, Mary Lujan, and a recruiter, Larry Salazar.

Now, twenty years later, we can proudly say we have served over 560 students. Back then, we
each went from occupying a corner of my faculty office desk and sharing one landline, to four
converted dormitories that staff and students shared, to our current 1,800 square foot office.

Our Program Director and former Advisor, Martha Estrada, our Recruiter and former CAMPer,

Dr. Cynthia Bejarano and Omar Cartera, Ricardo Trejo, our Freshmen Advisor, Yvette Cortez, our

NMSU CAMP Cohort 4. Administrative Assistant, Cynthia Bartow, and our newest

' colleague, Francisco Soto (Retention Advisor) share this space
with our CAMPers building community and our CAMP familia.
Our evaluators, Cathilia Flores (may she rest in peace) and Dr.
Michelle Valverde, guided us throughout these years. Today,
our Statistician, Judy Bosland, along with our student research
team, ensure that we are collecting, organizing, and analyzing
our data and remaining on top of our programming.




Our team has grown to six student staff, five COMPAS (peer mentors), and five CAMP
Ambassadors (please check out our website), and a dedicated group of support staff from
every corner of the University that help make our students and program successful. NMSU
CAMP has been blessed with people dedicated to its mission to serve farm working families,
driven by a passion to transform the lives of students, as they have transformed our lives for
the better.

The accomplishments we have seen at
CAMP have come due to the hard work of a
village of people. Many individuals have
served our CAMP students for years
including Michelle Montano, Ike Ledezma,
Sonia Flynn, Julia Smith, Marina Gonzalez,
Jose Montoya, Eva Tellez, Sarah Gallegos,
Jaime Loépez, Susana Rodriguez, Joshua
Vanderhoof, and Jose (Che) Munoz, and
countless student staff. Our program is
successful because of everyone’s collective
efforts.

For twenty years, | have remained inspired
and in awe of our students and their
families. Before the term essential workers
was popularized, we knew that every
individual on this earth relies on
farmworkers, the most important labor that
sustains us all. Our students and their
families represent the heart and mission of
our land-grant university, as we work to
serve, recognize, and honor them. Each
student cohort is uniquely different, and

each student is uniquely important to
Dr. Cynthia Bejarano congratulating Jessica Jones, NMSU CAMP Cohort 6. NMSU CAMP.

| am deeply blessed and grateful to work
with my NMSU CAMP colleagues, students,
collaborators, and our OME (Office of
Migrant Education) Family.

tMil gracias de
_ todo corazon!

] : -
Dr. Bejarano during CAMP presentation in O'Donnell Hall at NMSU (2013).
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Lisandro
Galvan

My name is Lisandro Galvan. | was
raised in Hatch, NM about 40 miles
north of Las Cruces. | recently graduated
with my Bachelor of Social Work with a
minor in Child Educational Psychology. |
will be continuing my education for my
Master's in Social Work this fall to
become a clinical social worker in the
future. CAMP has played a significant
role in my life from the moment my
eldest sibling was welcomed into the
program.
| gained interest immediately and
wondered if | would be able to have the
same opportunity, or better, that my
brother and sister followed. CAMP
provided a pathway for my siblings and |
that encouraged and guided us to
succeed as first-generation college
students. The unconditional support
from CAMP staff and mentors
supplements the guidance,
independence, growth, and academic

) ol

success of each scholar. Lisang 48, NMSU CAMP 15th Cohort

My family succeeded with fulfilling the college dream with all three siblings completing and
being awarded their bachelor degrees and making our parents proud after their hard-
working agricultural background. One would think that we become part of a statistic with a
hard agricultural background, but we beat the odds and transitioned into something better.
We are grateful, astonished, and complemented to be able to call ourselves CAMP alumni,
because this program honors diversity, inclusion, opportunity, and compassion.

"iSi Se Pudo!”
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Testimonios

Adylene
Lopez

Adylene Lépez,

My name is Adylene Lopez and | am originally
from Columbus, NM. This past May | was able to
fulfill a goal of mine. | acquired a Bachelor in
Kinesiology with a concentration in Exercise
Science. | feel extremely proud and blessed to
have had the opportunity to acquire an
education. | am the oldest of my sisters and like
other students of the College Assistance Migrant
Program, | am a first-generation college student.
To have been the first of my family to go to
college has been quite an adventure. | am
thankful to say that | enjoyed every moment
spent acquiring my bachelor's degree. This
journey would have not been the same without
those that helped me, or without CAMP.

In CAMP, | found much more than support, |
found inspiring individuals to whom | could
relate to.

They helped me see that | could be anything that
| wanted to be, inspired me to be better,

and to seek change not just in me, but in others.
It is quite difficult to change the world, but CAMP
showed me that with the act of giving, you can
change a life just like they changed mine, and
that is a powerful gift.

I will continue my education as | have developed
a passion for learning, and a passion for giving. |
will be applying to various doctoral programs in
the summer for Physical Therapy, however,
wherever | end up | hope that | can continue the
act of giving.

| was blessed to have had wonderful mentors
within CAMP. | am filled with joy to think back
on all the memories and the people that | met
because of CAMP. | am proud to call myself a
CAMP alumna. In my heart just like | will always
be an Aggie, | will also always be a CAMPer.

":Si Se Pudo!"



Ready to Apply?
il

Receive up to

Scholarship: $1,500 per semester
Meal Plan assistance: $800 per semester
Textbook stlpend $250 per semester

« Peer mentoring and tutoring

e Involvement in celebrations, cultural events,
and NMSU activities

« Career assessments and exploration, and
career readiness preparation

« Retention services for graduation purposes

AN Aegd

.:--4- For more mformatlon

et
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=

Visit camp.nmsu.edu

CAMP Recruiter: 575-646-7341
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NMSU CAMP
575-646-508]

2915 McFie Circle, Milton Hall,
Room 16 Las Cruces, NM 88003

Follow our social media!

Facebook Instagram
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